IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend the claims as shown below. 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application. 

1. (Currently Amended) A portable storage device containing a network id e ntity and 
configuration information for a processing xmit that is corm e ctabl e to a data 
conmixmications n e twork and includ e s a d e vic e r e ad e r for r e ading the portabl e 
storag e d e vic e , th e portabl e storag e d e vic e comprising! 

storage , wherein the storage is configured to store a network identity for a 
processing unit and configuration information for the processing unit: and 

an access controlle r, the storag e holding a n e twork identity and configuration 
info rmation for th e processing unit ; 

wherein the processing unit comprises a device reader configured to read the 
network identity and the configuration information from the storage, and 
wherein the processing unit is identifiable on a data communications 
network using the network identity . 

2. (Original) The portable storage device of claim 1, wherein the configuration 
information comprises software configuration information. 

3. (Previously Presented) The portable storage device of claim 1, wherein the 
storage is configured to include at least one file. 

4. (Original) The portable storage device of claim 3, wherein said configuration 
information is stored in said at least one file. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The portable storage device of claim 1, comprising wherein 
the storage comprises at least one secure storage portion accessible only under the 
control of the access controller. 

6. (Original) The portable storage device of claim 6, wherein the storage holds at 
least one encryption key. 

7. (Original) The portable storage device of claim 7, wherein said at least one 
encryption key is held in said secure storage portion. 

8. (Original) The portable storage device of claim 5, wherein at least one network 
security encryption key is held in said secure storage portion. 

9. (Original) The portable storage device of claim 5, wherein at least one file is 
configured in said secure storage portion. 

10. (Original) The portable storage device of claim 6, wherein the access controller is 
operable to perform key-key verification of a request encrypted by a request key 
supplied fi-om the processing unit and, in response to the request key verifying 
correctly, to retum to the processing unit an access key derived firom said at least 
one encryption key to permit access to the secure storage portion. 

11. (Original) The portable storage device of claim 10, wherein the access controller 
is subsequently operable to respond to a command from the processing unit that is 
encrypted using the access key to access the secure storage portion. 

12. (Original) The portable storage device of claim 1, wherein the storage in the 
portable storage device comprises random access memory. 

13. (Original) The portable storage device of claim 1, wherein the access controller is 
a programmed microcontroller. 
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14. (Original) The portable storage device of claim 1, wherein the portable storage 
device is a smart card. 

15. (Original) The portable storage device of claim 1, wherein the network identity 
comprises a MAC address. 

16. (Original) The portable storage device of claim 1, wherein the configuration 
information comprises information describing a desired initial state of executable 
programming to be implemented by the processing unit. 

17. (Currently Amended) A processing unit connectable to a data communications 
network, the processing xmit comprising: 

a device reader fer configured to read a portable storage device that includes 
storage and an access controller, the storage holding storing a network 
identity for the processing unit and configuration information for the 
processing unit; 

wherein the processing unit being oporablo is configured to acc e ss th e storag e of 
th e portabl e storag e d e vice to read [[a]] tiie stored network identity and 
configuration information for the processing unit firom the storage on 
initialisation of the processing unit. 

18. (Original) The processing unit of claim 17, wherein the processing unit is further 
operable to write configuration information to the storage of the portable storage 
device. 

19. (Original) The processing unit of claim 18, wherein the processing unit is 
operable to access the configuration information in the storage of the portable 
device using a file system. 
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20. (Original) The processing unit claim 17, wherein the storage holds at least one 
encryption key, the processing unit being operable to access a secure portion of 
the storage by supplying a key-encrypted request to the access controller, and, in 
response to receipt of an access key from the access controller, being operable to 
send an encrypted command to access the content of the storage of the portable 
storage device. 

21. (Original) The processing unit of claim 20, wherein, in response to the retum of 
the access key, the processing unit is operable to use the access key to encrypt a 
command for access to a secure storage in the portable storage device. 

22. (Original) The processing unit of claim 17, wherein the portable storage device is 
a smart card, the access controller is a microcontroller and the device reader is a 
smart card reader. 

23. (Original) The processing unit of claim 17, wherein the network identity 
comprises a MAC address. 

24. (Original) The processing unit of claim 17, wherein the configuration information 
comprises information describing a desired initial state of executable 
programming to be implemented by the processing unit. 

25. (Original) The processing unit of claim 17, comprising a service processor, the 
service processor being programmed to control reading of the portable storage 
device. 

26. (Original) The processing unit of claim 25, wherein the service processor is a 
microcontroller. 

27. (Original) The processing unit of claim 17, wherein the processing unit is a 
computer server. 
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28. (Original) The processing unit of claim 17, wherein the processing unit is a rack 
mountable computer server. 



29. (Currently Amended) A control program for a proc e ssing unit connectablo to a 
data communications network, the proc e ssing unit having a devic e r e ader for a 
portable storage devic e that includes storag e and an acc e ss controller, th e storag e 
storing a n e twork id e ntity and configuration information for th e proc e ssing unit, 
the control program b e ing carried by a storage medium and b e ing operabl e to^ 
wherein the control program is executable by a processing unit to : 
acc e ss read a stored network identity and configuration information fi-om the 

storag e of th e a portable storage device on initialisation of the processing 

uni t, wherein the network identity is usable to identify the processing unit 

on a data communications network : and 
dynamically modify the stored configuration information during use of the 

processing unit in response to changes in a configuration of the processing 

unit. 



30. (Previously Presented) The control program of claim 29, wherein said 
dynamically modifying the stored configuration information during use in 
response to changes in a configuration of the processing unit includes the control 
program modifying the stored configuration information describing current 
operational conditions of software being run by the processing unit and current 
operational conditions of hardware components of the processing unit. 

31. (Previously Presented) The control program of claim 29, wherein the control 
program is operable to access the configuration information in the storage of the 
portable device using a file system. 

32. (Original) The control program of claim 29, wherein the control program is 
operable to access a secure portion of the storage of the portable storage device by 
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supplying a key-encrypted request to the access controller, and, in response to 
receipt of an access key from the access controller, being operable to send an 
encrypted command to access the content of the storage of the portable storage 
device. 

33. (Original) The control program of claim 32, wherein, in response to the return of 
the access key, the control program is operable to use the access key to encrypt a 
command for access to secure storage in the portable storage device. 

34. (Original) The control program of claim 29, wherein the portable storage device is 
a smart card, the access controller is a microcontroller and the device reader is a 
smart card reader. 

35. (Original) The control program of claim 29, wherein the network identity 
comprises a MAC address. 

36. (Original) The control program of claim 29, wherein the configuration 
information comprises information describing a desired initial state of executable 
programming to be implemented by the processing unit. 

37. (Original) The control program of claim 29, comprising a service processor, the 
service processor being programmed to control reading of the portable storage 
device. 

38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Cancelled) 

40. (Original) The control program of claim 29, wherein the processing unit 
comprises a service processor, the control program controlling operation of the 
service processor. 
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41. (Original) The control program of claim 29, wherein the service processor is a 
microcontroller. 

42. (Currently Amended) A microcontroller comprising a control program for a 
processing unit conn e ctabl e to a data communications network, th e proc e ssing 
unit having a d e vic e r e ad e r for a portabl e storag e d e vice that includes storag e and 
an acc e ss controller, th e storage storing a n e t> \ ^ork identity and configuration 
information for th e proc e ssing unit, th e control program being op e rabl e, wherein 
the control program is executable to access a stored network identity and 
configuration information fi-om th e storage of the a portable storage device on 
initialisation of the processing unit , wherein the network identity is usable to 
identify the processing unit on a data commimications network . 

43. (Currently Amended) A computer server comprising: 

a device reader for r e ading configured to read a portable storage device receivable 
therein; and 

a microcontroller, wherein [[:]] [[-]] the microcontroller is op e rable as a servic e 
proc e ssor and is conn e ct e d configured to read the content contents of 
storage in a portable storage device mounted in the device reader, and 
wherein [[-]] the microcontroller comprises a control program op e rabl e 
executable to acc e ss read a stored network identity for the computer server 
and configuration information for the computer server fi-om the storage of 
the portable storage device on initialisation of the computer server^ 
wherein the network identity is usable to identify the computer server on a 
data communications network . 

44. (Previously Presented) The processing unit of claim 17, wherein the processing 
unit is fixrther operable to dynamically modify the configuration information 
stored in the storage of the portable storage device during use in response to 
changes in a configuration of the processing unit. 
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(Previously Presented) The processing unit of claim 44, wherein the processing 
unit is further operable to dynamically modify the configuration information 
describing current operational conditions of software being run by the processing 
unit and current operational conditions of hardware components of the processing 
unit. 
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